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The chair
2010 - Installation

A chair has been diluted on the paint of the gallery - 1646 in The Hagues. A 3 minutes video shows the 
process: the chair has been completely sandpapered, and mixed to paint. I have painted most of the walls 
with it. They became a bit darker than the original white walls.

video still

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.enter1646.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVOhL86D6WpjfrLT7EMzTsCmlQkg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.enter1646.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHVOhL86D6WpjfrLT7EMzTsCmlQkg




Through the gutter
2010 - Installation

Through the gutter present a ping-pong table that I had passed through a gutter pip. For that I cut it in little 
pieces and mended it back into its original shape. It is presented next to a 40 minutes video showing the 
end of the pip while the pieces are passing through it one by one.

Photo Jhoeko



.
The game on such a table became difficult because of the imperfect reconstruction.

Video still



To do things at 33%
2006 > 2009 - actions/blog

To do things at 33% is an in-life actions project. As the title says, it consists to limit certain actions of my 
everyday life at 33% of their totality. The recording of such actions is often impossible or uninteresting, so 
it takes the form of illustrated texts. I mostly showed it on my website (http://yan.vanderme.free.fr), and 
actually co-realizing a 70 minutes documentary about that (see Work in progress for more information).
At the moment, I realized about 25/30 actions in that way. Here are 9 of it:

On March 12 2006, I went up almost to the 2nd floor of the Eiffel Tower. That is equivalent to 33% of its 
height.

http://yan.vanderme.free.fr/33/33.html


On December 28, 2006, on a Parisian bar I gave 33% of a drink to a friend. We both chose the same 
soda (3.80 €), and we paid it separately. After that I paid her back 1.25 €. That is approximately 33% of 
the drink price.



Between March 22 and April 11 2006, I watched several films in cinemas, leaving at 33% of their total 
length.

During the week of January 14 to 17 2007 I played scratch game... Taking care to use 33% of my 
chances to win or scratching 33% of the surface.



On April 4 2006, I went to a demonstration against a French governmental measure. In Paris, the march 
had to go from two landmarks: Place de la République to Place d’Italie, and I left the march at a third 
landmark (Place de la Bastille) which made me walk about 33% of the total length of the route.



On November 25 2006, the average length of my hair was around 6.4 centimeters. The next day I went to 
a hairdresser asking him to cut a little off.
The hairdresser: “A little?”
Me: “Yes, about 2 centimetres.”
0.33 x 6.4 = 2.112



060
On February 4 2007, after the Sunday afternoon blues, I decided to call my mum to catch up on news. Of 
the 10 characters of her number, I dialed only 3 of them.
0.33 x 10 = 3.3

On October 25 2007, I dressed myself with 3 items of clothing. That is 33% less than the 10 items I wore 
the day before. I had to stay home all day.
0.33 x 10 = 3.3



On September 30 2008, I bought new glasses asking the optician to make glasses which correct my 
vision by 33%. Using an old prescription he made my new 33% gasses.



To do things at 33%: The Movie (work in progress)
LENGTH : 52 minutes (TV), 70 minutes (festivals / cinema)
FORMAT : 16/9 HDV, color PAL
REALIZATION : Federico Anastasi
SUBJECT : Yann Vanderme
SCREENPLAY : Yann Vanderme, Federico Anastasi

Important note:
The film is actually on its final stage of realization. The editing is finished, and we are working on the post 
production. Although we plan to make a long version of 70 minutes length (for festivals / cinema), we also 
think of others versions/kind of showing it (series of shorter films).

The video support gives a stronger idea of what does really represent to do things at 33%. We follow me 
while I realize this actions and see how it affects my life. So we can see the evolution of the creation 
process of these actions.
Excerpt  3'57" : http://vimeo.com/18788735

http://vimeo.com/18788735


A talk with my mum about why am I doing these actions in my real life. She doesn’t really understand. 
The “why am I doing things at 33%” is a central question in this film, from the beginning to the end.
Excerpt  2'15" : http://vimeo.com/16615221

I met some peoples in a wager bar to ask them how I could lay a bet at 33%. The idea behind that is also 
to see the people’s reactions about this project.
Excerpt  3'30" : http://vimeo.com/18789048

http://vimeo.com/18789048
http://vimeo.com/16615221


I met a doctor to ask him how to commit suicide at 33%. He said at first he couldn’t help me because it 
isn’t his job to explain someone how to kill oneself, even at 33%. He became a bit more cooperative few 
minutes later, after we talk a bit more about the conceptual aim of that project.

We mostly follow me acting at 33% in this film. But there is also a part regarding the actions I didn’t 
realize on the front of the camera – e.g. went up the Eiffel Tower presented page 6. It’s the opportunity to 
express my feeling and my thought at the moment which I realized these actions.



Other info :

This film is a 70 minutes documentary about my 33% project, co-realized with Federico Anastasi. It 
crystallizes two universe; Federico’s one - inspired by pop culture - and mine. The result is more like a TV 
report than a usual art documentary.

One aim of this film is to make more tangible the actions project mentioned before, following me in my 
everyday life while I realize these actions. It gives the possibility for the viewer to be more strongly 
affected by the reality of the actions.
Another point is to present my daily ordinary life, my family and friends and my personality, to humanize 
my character and reveals the deep relationship of this actions project with my life. A documentary seems 
to be the most appropriate medium to support this in-life action, to share my thought and being next to me 
at every moment. That makes it possible to give consciousness of the deep relationship of these actions 
with my life and to share their existential issues.
A third point, is the fact that video permit an easiest and largest access for audience.

An important point about this documentary is its double kind; it is at the same time a documentary about 
an artistic project and the support of this project.

Produced by :

http://WWW.FINAVRIL.COM/


To pretend
2007 > 2009 - Action/videos

To pretend is a series of video showing me “pretending” different situations. Here are 4 of it:

To pretend to telephone - video 2'03" – Link 2'03" : http://vimeo.com/18362490

http://vimeo.com/18362490


To pretend to go for a trip - video 5'08"

To pretend to sleep - video 1'52"



To pretend to say goodbye - video 1'43"



My room door
2009 - Installation

For an exhibition in Tokyo, I carried my room door from Paris to Tokyo. I had no door at home after that.



To try to forget things (work in progress)
2009 > now - Actions

For this project, I am trying to forget different things in my real life. I don’t know which form I will give to 
that project (blog, book, film...). Some precises informations in french only are on this webpage : 
http://yan.vanderme.free.fr/oubli/oubli.html

I am trying to forget my phone number:
-I learn new numbers composed by my the 10 figures of my real number mixed in another order.
-I try to don’t use my phone number (a lot of techniques).

http://yan.vanderme.free.fr/oubli/oubli.html


I try to forget my umbrella:
-by hiding it a bit when I am going to someones house. It works sometime.

...also my keys and a lot of others things.


